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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

Section 27 of Pub. L. 94–582, as amended by Pub. L. 
95–113, title XVI, §§ 1602(d), 1605(b), 1607(b), 1608, Sept. 29, 
1977, 91 Stat. 1025, 1030, 1031, provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[see Short Title of 1976 Amendment note set out under 
section 71 of this title] shall become effective thirty 
days after enactment hereof [Oct. 21, 1976]; and there-
after no State or other agency or person shall provide 
official inspection or official weighing or supervision of 
weighing under the United States Grain Standards Act 
as amended by this Act [this chapter], at an export port 
location without a delegation of authority or other au-
thorization under such amended Act, and no agency or 
person shall provide official inspection service or offi-
cial weighing or supervision of weighing under such 
amended Act in any other area without a designation 
or other authorization under such amended Act, except 
that any agency or person then providing such service 
in any area may continue to operate in that area with-
out a delegation or designation or other authorization 
under such Act but shall be subject to all provisions of 
the United States Grain Standards Act and regulations 
thereunder in effect immediately prior to the effective 
date of this Act, until whichever of the following 
events occurs first: 

‘‘(1) a delegation or designation of such agency or 
person to perform such services is granted or denied 
by the Administrator of the Federal Grain Inspection 
Service pursuant to the United States Grain Stand-
ards Act, as amended by this Act; or 

‘‘(2) such agency or person, or two or more members 
or employees thereof, have been or are convicted of a 
violation of any provision of the United States Grain 
Standards Act in effect immediately prior to the ef-
fective date of this Act; or convicted of any offense 
proscribed by other Federal law involving the han-
dling, weighing, or official inspection of grain: Pro-

vided, That the Administrator may allow such af-
fected agency or person to continue to operate in 
that area if the Administrator determines that such 
continued operations are necessary or desirable in 
carrying out the requirements of this Act: Provided 

further, That the Administrator shall, within 30 days 
after making such determination, submit a report to 
the Committee on Agriculture of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Agriculture, Nu-
trition, and Forestry of the Senate detailing the fac-
tual bases for such determination; or 

‘‘(3) with respect to export port locations, the expi-
ration of a period determined by the Administrator of 
not more than eighteen months following the effec-
tive date hereof; or 

‘‘(4) with respect to any other area, the expiration 
of a period as determined by the Administrator of not 
more than two years following the effective date 
hereof: 

Provided, That the Administrator is authorized and di-
rected to cause official inspection and official weighing 
of grain pursuant to the provisions of the United States 
Grain Standards Act, as amended by this Act, to be per-
formed by authorized employees of the United States 
Department of Agriculture or the Service, to begin at 
any time immediately thereafter the date of enactment 
of this Act [Oct. 21, 1976], at those export port locations 
and export elevators located at export port locations at 
which the Administrator determines that such per-
formance by such authorized employees is necessary to 
effectuate the provisions of section 2 of the United 
States Grain Standards Act, as amended [this sec-
tion].’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 90–487, 
see section 2 of Pub. L. 90–487, set out as a note under 
section 78 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in sections 79, 79a, 86, 87e, 
87f–2, 87j of this title. 

§ 75. Definitions 

When used in this chapter, except where the 
context requires otherwise— 

(a) the term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Sec-
retary of Agriculture of the United States or 
delegates of the Secretary; 

(b) the term ‘‘Department of Agriculture’’ 
means the United States Department of Agri-
culture; 

(c) the term ‘‘person’’ means any individual, 
partnership, corporation, association, or other 
business entity; 

(d) the term ‘‘United States’’ means the 
States (including Puerto Rico) and the terri-
tories and possessions of the United States (in-
cluding the District of Columbia); 

(e) the term ‘‘State’’ means any one of the 
States (including Puerto Rico) or territories 
or possessions of the United States (including 
the District of Columbia); 

(f) the term ‘‘interstate or foreign com-
merce’’ means commerce from any State to or 
through any other State, or to or through any 
foreign country; 

(g) the term ‘‘grain’’ means corn, wheat, rye, 
oats, barley, flaxseed, sorghum, soybeans, 
mixed grain, and any other food grains, feed 
grains, and oilseeds for which standards are es-
tablished under section 76 of this title; 

(h) the term ‘‘export grain’’ means grain for 
shipment from the United States to any place 
outside thereof; 

(i) the term ‘‘official inspection’’ means the 
determination (by original inspection, and 
when requested, reinspection and appeal in-
spection) and the certification, by official in-
spection personnel of the kind, class, quality, 
or condition of grain, under standards pro-
vided for in this chapter, or the condition of 
vessels and other carriers or receptacles for 
the transportation of grain insofar as it may 
affect the quality or condition of such grain; 
or other facts relating to grain under other 
criteria approved by the Secretary under this 
chapter (the term ‘‘officially inspected’’ shall 
be construed accordingly); 

(j) the term ‘‘official inspection personnel’’ 
means persons licensed or otherwise author-
ized by the Secretary pursuant to section 84 of 
this title to perform all or specified functions 
involved in official inspection, official weigh-
ing, or supervision of weighing, or in the su-
pervision of official inspection, official weigh-
ing or supervision of weighing; 

(k) the term ‘‘official mark’’ means any 
symbol prescribed by regulations of the Sec-
retary to show the official determination of 
official inspection or official weighing; 

(l) the term ‘‘official grade designation’’ 
means a numerical or sample grade designa-
tion, specified in the standards relating to 
kind, class, quality, and condition of grain, 
provided for in this chapter; 

(m) the term ‘‘official agency’’ means any 
State or local governmental agency, or any 
person, designated by the Secretary pursuant 
to subsection (f) of section 79 of this title for 
the conduct of official inspection (other than 
appeal inspection), or subsection (c) of section 
79a of this title for the conduct of official 
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weighing or supervision of weighing (other 
than appeal weighing); 

(n) the terms ‘‘official certificate’’ and ‘‘offi-
cial form’’ mean, respectively, a certificate or 
other form prescribed by regulations of the 
Secretary under this chapter; 

(o) the term ‘‘official sample’’ means a sam-
ple obtained from a lot of grain by, and sub-
mitted for official inspection by, official in-
spection personnel (the term ‘‘official sam-
pling’’ shall be construed accordingly); 

(p) the term ‘‘submitted sample’’ means a 
sample submitted by or for an interested per-
son for official inspection, other than an offi-
cial sample; 

(q) the term ‘‘lot’’ means a specific quantity 
of grain identified as such; 

(r) the term ‘‘interested person’’ means any 
person having a contract or other financial in-
terest in grain as the owner, seller, purchaser, 
warehouseman, or carrier, or otherwise; 

(s) the verb ‘‘ship’’ with respect to grain 
means transfer physical possession of the 
grain to another person for the purpose of 
transportation by any means of conveyance, 
or transport one’s own grain by any means of 
conveyance; 

(t) the terms ‘‘false’’, ‘‘incorrect’’, and ‘‘mis-
leading’’ mean, respectively, false, incorrect, 
and misleading in any particular; 

(u) the term ‘‘deceptive loading, handling, 
weighing, or sampling’’ means any manner of 
loading, handling, weighing, or sampling that 
deceives or tends to deceive official inspection 
personnel, as specified by regulations of the 
Secretary under this chapter; 

(v) the term ‘‘export elevator’’ means any 
grain elevator, warehouse, or other storage or 
handling facility in the United States as de-
termined by the Secretary, from which grain 
is shipped from the United States to an area 
outside thereof; 

(w) the term ‘‘export port location’’ means a 
commonly recognized port of export in the 
United States or Canada, as determined by the 
Secretary, from which grain produced in the 
United States is shipped to any place outside 
the United States; 

(x) the term ‘‘official weighing’’ means the 
determination and certification by official in-
spection personnel of the quantity of a lot of 
grain under standards provided for in this 
chapter, based on the actual performance of 
weighing or the physical supervision thereof, 
including the physical inspection and testing 
for accuracy of the weights and scales and the 
physical inspection of the premises at which 
the weighing is performed and the monitoring 
of the discharge of grain into the elevator or 
conveyance (the terms ‘‘officially weigh’’ and 
‘‘officially weighed’’ shall be construed accord-
ingly); 

(y) the term ‘‘supervision of weighing’’ 
means such supervision by official inspection 
personnel of the grain-weighing process as is 
determined by the Secretary to be adequate to 
reasonably assure the integrity and accuracy 
of the weighing and of certificates which set 
forth the weight of the grain and such physical 
inspection by such personnel of the premises 
at which the grain weighing is performed as 

will reasonably assure that all the grain in-
tended to be weighed has been weighed and 
discharged into the elevator or conveyance; 
and 

(z) the term ‘‘intracompany shipment’’ 
means the shipment, within the United States, 
of grain lots between facilities owned or con-
trolled by the person owning the grain. The 
shipment of grain owned by a cooperative, 
from a facility owned by that cooperative, to 
an export facility which it jointly owns with 
other cooperatives, qualifies as an intra-
company shipment. 

(Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. B, § 3, 39 Stat. 483; Aug. 
15, 1968, Pub. L. 90–487, § 1, 82 Stat. 761; Oct. 21, 
1976, Pub. L. 94–582, § 3, 90 Stat. 2867; Sept. 29, 
1977, Pub. L. 95–113, title XVI, §§ 1604(a), 1606(a), 
91 Stat. 1026, 1030; Oct. 13, 1980, Pub. L. 96–437, § 1, 
94 Stat. 1870; Dec. 13, 1991, Pub. L. 102–237, title 
X, § 1007(1), 105 Stat. 1897; Nov. 24, 1993, Pub. L. 
103–156, § 12(a), 107 Stat. 1528; Oct. 13, 1994, Pub. 
L. 103–354, title II, § 293(a)(1), (7), 108 Stat. 3237.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–354 substituted ‘‘Secretary’’ for ‘‘Ad-
ministrator’’ wherever appearing in subsecs. (i) to (k), 
(m), (n), (u) to (w), and (y), redesignated subsec. (bb) as 
(z), and struck out former subsecs. (z) and (aa) which 
read as follows: 

‘‘(z) the term ‘Administrator’ means the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Grain Inspection Service or dele-
gates of the Administrator; 

‘‘(aa) the term ‘Service’ means the Federal Grain In-
spection Service; and’’. 

1993—Pub. L. 103–156, § 12(a), which directed amend-
ment of ‘‘Section 3’’, without specifying the name of 
the Act being amended, was executed to this section, 
which is section 3 of the United States Grain Standards 
Act, to reflect the probable intent of Congress. 

Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103–156, § 12(a)(1), substituted 
‘‘delegates of the Secretary’’ for ‘‘his delegates’’. 

Subsec. (z). Pub. L. 103–156, § 12(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘delegates of the Administrator’’ for ‘‘his delegates’’. 

1991—Subsecs. (i) to (k), (u) to (x), (z), (aa). Pub. L. 
102–237 substituted ‘‘the’’ for ‘‘The’’ before ‘‘term’’. 

1980—Subsec. (bb). Pub. L. 96–437 added subsec. (bb). 
1977—Subsec. (g). Pub. L. 95–113, § 1604(a)(1), sub-

stituted ‘‘sorghum’’ for ‘‘grain sorghum’’. 
Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 95–113, § 1606(a), struck out ref-

erence to the determination of the quantity of sacks of 
grain upon the request of the interested party applying 
for inspection. 

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 95–113, § 1604(a)(2), substituted 
‘‘or subsection (c) of section 79a of this title for the 
conduct of official weighing or supervision of weighing 
(other than appeal weighing)’’ for ‘‘or subsection (b) of 
section 79a of this title for the conduct of supervision 
of weighing’’. 

Subsec. (x). Pub. L. 95–113, § 1604(a)(3), substituted 
‘‘under standards provided for in this chapter’’ for 
‘‘under standards provided in this chapter’’. 

Subsec. (y). Pub. L. 95–113, § 1604(a)(4), substituted 
‘‘such supervision by official inspection personnel of 
the grain-weighing process as is determined by the Ad-
ministrator to be adequate to reasonably assure the in-
tegrity and accuracy of the weighing and of certificates 
which set forth the weight of the grain and such phys-
ical inspection by such personnel of the premises at 
which the grain weighing is performed as will reason-
ably assure that all the grain intended to be weighed 
has been weighed and discharged into the elevator or 
conveyance’’ for ‘‘the supervision of the weighing proc-
ess and of the certification of the weight of grain, and 
the physical inspection of the premises at which the 
weighing is performed to assure that all the grain in-
tended to be weighed has been weighed and discharged 
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1 See References in Text note below. 

into the elevator or conveyance represented on the 
weight certificate or other document’’. 

1976—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(a), substituted 
‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’, and expanded defini-
tion of ‘‘official inspection’’ to include determination 
‘‘(by original inspection, and when requested, reinspec-
tion and appeal inspection)’’ and determination and 
certification of the condition of vessels and other car-
riers or receptacles for the transportation of grain inso-
far as it may affect the quality or condition of the 
grain. 

Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(b), in redefining ‘‘offi-
cial inspection personnel’’, substituted provision de-
claring term to mean ‘‘persons licensed or otherwise 
authorized by the Administrator pursuant to section 84 
of this title to perform all or specified functions in-
volved in official inspection, official weighing, or super-
vision of weighing, or in the supervision of official in-
spection, official weighing or supervision of weighing’’ 
for ‘‘employees of State or other governmental agen-
cies or commercial agencies or other persons who are 
licensed to perform all or specified functions involved 
in official inspection under this chapter; employees of 
the Department of Agriculture who are authorized to 
supervise official inspection and to conduct appeal in-
spection or initial inspection of United States grain in 
Canadian ports’’. 

Subsec. (k). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(c), substituted ‘‘Admin-
istrator’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’ and ‘‘official inspection or of-
ficial weighing’’ for ‘‘an official inspection’’. 

Subsec. (l). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(d), substituted ‘‘stand-
ards relating to kind, class, quality, and condition of 
grain,’’ for ‘‘standards’’. 

Subsec. (m). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(e), substituted defini-
tion of ‘‘official agency’’ meaning ‘‘any State or local 
governmental agency, or any person, designated by the 
Administrator pursuant to subsection (f) of section 79 
of this title for the conduct of official inspection (other 
than appeal inspection), or subsection (b) of section 79a 
of this title for the conduct of supervision of weighing’’ 
for definition of ‘‘official inspection agency’’ meaning 
‘‘the agency or person located at an inspection point 
designated by the Secretary for the conduct of official 
inspection under this chapter’’. 

Subsec. (n). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(f), substituted ‘‘Admin-
istrator’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsec. (u). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(g), included within 
term defined and its definition the concept of ‘‘weigh-
ing’’ and substituted ‘‘Administrator’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’. 

Subsecs. (v) to (aa). Pub. L. 94–582, § 3(h), added sub-
secs. (v) to (aa). 

1968—Pub. L. 90–487 substituted provisions defining 
terms used in the chapter for provisions that the stand-
ards fixed and established by the Secretary of Agri-
culture be known as the official grain standards of the 
United States. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1993 AMENDMENT 

Section 16 of Pub. L. 103–156 provided that: 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in subsection 

(b), the amendments made by this Act [amending this 
section and sections 75a to 77, 79 to 79b, 79d, 84 to 87e, 
87f, 87f–1, 87h, 87j, and 87k of this title and repealing 
provisions set out as a note under section 79 of this 
title] shall take effect on the date of the enactment of 
this Act [Nov. 24, 1993]. 

‘‘(b) SPECIAL EFFECTIVE DATE FOR CERTAIN PROVI-
SIONS.—The amendments made by sections 2, 3, and 
13(a) [amending sections 79d and 87h of this title and re-
pealing provisions set out as a note under section 79 of 
this title] shall take effect as of September 30, 1993.’’ 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1977 AMENDMENT 

Amendment by Pub. L. 95–113 effective Oct. 1, 1977, 
see section 1901 of Pub. L. 95–113, set out as a note 
under section 1307 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1976 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 94–582, 
see section 27 of Pub. L. 94–582, set out as a note under 
section 74 of this title. 

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1968 AMENDMENT 

For effective date of amendment by Pub. L. 90–487, 
see section 2 of Pub. L. 90–487, set out as a note under 
section 78 of this title. 

SECTION REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This section is referred to in title 49 sections 10709, 
11101. 

§ 75a. Repealed. Pub. L. 103–354, title II, 
§ 293(a)(2), Oct. 13, 1994, 108 Stat. 3237 

Section, act Aug. 11, 1916, ch. 313, pt. B, § 3A, as added 
Oct. 21, 1976, Pub. L. 94–582, § 4, 90 Stat. 2868; amended 
Sept. 29, 1977, Pub. L. 95–113, title XVI, § 1604(b), 91 Stat. 
1026; Nov. 24, 1993, Pub. L. 103–156, § 15, 107 Stat. 1530, es-
tablished Federal Grain Inspection Service in Depart-
ment of Agriculture and provided for cost containment 
plan to make the Service more efficient. 

§ 75b. Committee on Grain Quality and Grain 
Quality Coordinator 

(a) Establishment of Committee and Coordinator 

(1) Committee 

The Secretary of Agriculture (hereafter re-
ferred to in this title 1 as the ‘‘Secretary’’) 
shall establish, within the Department of Ag-
riculture, a Committee on Grain Quality 
(hereafter referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Committee’’). 

(2) Coordinator 

The Committee established under paragraph 
(1) shall be chaired by an individual, appointed 
by the Secretary, who shall serve as the Grain 
Quality Coordinator (hereafter referred to in 
this title 1 as the ‘‘Coordinator’’) and, in con-
sultation with the Committee, carry out the 
duties described in subsection (b) of this sec-
tion. 

(b) Duties 

The Coordinator shall be responsible for— 
(1) assembling and evaluating, in a system-

atic manner, concerns and problems with the 
quality of United States grain, expressed by 
foreign and domestic buyers and end-users; 

(2) developing and implementing a coordi-
nated effort to inform and educate foreign 
buyers concerning the proper specifications of 
grain purchase contracts to obtain the quality 
of grain they desire; 

(3) reviewing the programs and activities of 
the Department of Agriculture with respect to 
United States grain to determine whether the 
activities are consistent with the provisions of 
this title 1 (and other provisions of law) as 
such provisions relate to grain quality and 
grain quality competitiveness; 

(4) serving as the Federal Government co-
ordinator with respect to grain quality and 
grain quality competitiveness; and 

(5) investigating and communicating, 
through the Secretary, to the Committee on 
Agriculture of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry of the Senate concerning— 

(A) actions undertaken by the Department 
of Agriculture— 

(i) to improve the quality of United 
States grain; and 


